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joined the stream in 1990, She says Black Americans continue o
come because they are drawn by the same psychological freedom
their predecessors sought and because of the city’s glamour

It's not easy 1o come and stay, says Browne, 48, explaining that
when she moved, the job market in France was tight in general and
even tighter for expatriates because the government maintains a
system of preference for the French.

“Entrepreneurship is key,” she says. “[f you come, you've got
to be clever enough to make your way.” Browne did just that and,
more than a decade ago, created Walking the Spirit Tours,

THE WRITING LIFE

Sixteen years ago, Jake Lamar lefi [ime maguzine und pub-
lished his first book, Bourgeois Blues (1991). a memoir of life
with his father growing up in the Bronx. Soon after, he won a grant
and went to Paris, intending to stay for a year. He never left,

Unlike Baldwin, Lamar never felt he had to come to Paris 1o
escape American racism. He never felt exiled. France has its own
racial problems, says Lamar, but “there’s an air of arustic free-
dom here.”

The splendor of the city — its cafés, its ethnic diversity and its
architecture
European singer/actress Dorli, whom he married in 1999, They,
too, live on the Montmartre hilltop, slightly up from the area
where earlier Black expats settled. His neighborhood was once

captivated him. He was similarly captivated by the

home to Pablo Picasso, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec and Vincent
Van Gogh. It is also near the colorful African/Arab neighborhood
Barbes, which is sometimes called Little Africa,

I'he community inspires Lamar, who writes thrillers. and has
even made its way into his latest work, Rendezvous Eighteenth,
published in 2003

Though he remains challenged by the intricacies of the lan-
guage, Lamar’'s transition to Paris was eased by the brotherhood ol

Author Jake Lamar went to Paris intending to stay for a year. That
was almost 16 years ago. In 1999, he married a French woman.
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Black men he met when he first came to the city. Among them was
the beat poet Ted Joans, who became his mentor.

Lamar, a Harvard University graduate, got his first Paris inspi
rations when he was 12, reading Baldwin and Wright, Now he's
bemng Favorably compared (o such storied figures,

His hife has paralleled that of Chester Himes, the edgy but gifted
writer who came to Paris during the World War 11 era. Himes, the
author of A Rage in Harlem, won a foundation grant to Paris and
soon found a fraternity among Black writers including Wright and
Ollie Harrington, Both Himes and Lamar found love in Paris. wrote
in the mystery genre and explore race issues in their writing,

Lamar is hoping his work will bring future generations to Paris,
Just as his lterary ancestors awakened him to the idea,

“There is no greater compliment for me as a writer than learn-
ing that ['ve inspired, comforted or provoked new interests and
insights in young Black readers, I've had African American stu-
dents who had read Rendezvous Eighteenth and felt inspired 1o
travel more, discover more about the world and themselves.”

Lamar has discovered that the pace of Paris suits him. He
enjoys sleeping late, strolling 1o his favorite café, Cepage
Montmartrots, where he reads over his manuscripts with a beer, or
walking with his wife through a small park near the Sacre-Coeur.

Writers come to Paris, he says, because the city reveres their craft,
“Everybody from the baker to the literary critic respects people who
write books."” he says. “That is part of the magic of Paris.”

THE ENTREPRENUER

Carolyn Davenport-Moncel came for love. For her, Paris was
never in her immediate plans. Sure, as a little girl on the South Side
of Chicago she was enraptured when her globe-trotting piano teacher
shared stories of her European adventures. Later, reading books by
Baldwin and Wright, and learning about the acceptance the authors
found in Paris, whetted her appetite. It would be nice to vacation
there. she thought. But she never imagined she'd live in Paris.

Then, she married a Frenchman, a White man originally from
Lyon, After 10 years of living in the States, Davenport-Moncel s hus-
band, Philippe, grew homesick. A few years ago, he found a job in
Paris, uprooted the Loyola University graduate and moved their two
voung daughters — Chloe and Jillian, now 8 and 3, respectively
a dog, a cat and her home-based business, across the Atlantic.

Davenport-Moncel was not thrilled. She had just started
MotionTemps, which offers public relations and other services 1o
small business owners, and did not speak French. Now they've
been here for three years and Davenport-Moncel has just celebrat-
ed her 37th birthday.

The family lives in Courbevoie, a neat little suburb, just west
of Paris. where their neighbors hail from Algeria, Morocco,
Canada, Germany, Bosnia, Great Britain, Senegal and Mali.

Davenport-Moncel had met her in-laws on previous visits 1o
Paris, but barriers ol race and language sull existed. Despite this,
they were very understanding, staying with her for a week when
she first arrived to help with the adjustment. After they left,
because she did not speak French and with her husband away
everyday at work. she felt scared and isolated.

Her daughter Chloe. who's bilingual. had to translute
Davenport-Moncel felt paralyzed. For about three months. she did
not answer the phone. She never even left the apartment.

Slowly she got over the bumps. She ook a taxi, shopped for
groceries, went to the pediatrician. Then she threw herself into her
business. Her enterprise flourished as she lives close 1o La
Defense. a commercial corridor where French, British and
American companies use her services,

Davenport-Moncel had vacationed in Paris, but living there as






